C(NH)NH 2 , C(NH)NHR 4 , C(NH)NR 4 R 4 , C(NR 4 )NH 2 , C(NR 4 )NHR 4 ', 
C(NR 4 )NR 4 R 4 ', 

OOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , 
XQDR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4, 
XCNvXCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONR 4 R 4 *, XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, 
XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 
XSR 4 , XSDR 4 , XSO2R 4 , 
S0 2 NH 2 , s\) 2 NHR 4 , S0 2 NR 4 R 4 *, 

N0 2 , XNH 2) \nHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )S0 2 R 4 ', 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', 

XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,5- 
dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yL 2,7-dihydro-2,7-dioxoisoindol-l-yl, and R 4 , 

wherein two of said R/\substituents , if they are in ortho-position to one another, can 
be linked to one another in suchV way that they jointly form methanediylbisoxy, ethane-1,2- 
diylbisoxy, propane- 1,3-diyl, or butane- 1,4-diyl; 

R 2 means a monocyclic or bicyclic C6.10 aryl group or a monocyclic or bicyclic 5- 
to 10-membered heteroaryl group withV-4 heteroatoms selected from the group that consists 
of N, S or O, wherein said aryl or heteroaryl group is unsubstituted or is subsituted with up to 
three of the following substituents, independently of one another: 

F, CI, Br, I, 

XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , \OCOOR 4 , 
XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', XOTNO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', 
XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONHR^XCONRV, XCONHOH, 
XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , 

XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , S>0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', 

N0 2 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 JS0 2 R 4 ', XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 , tetrahydro- 
2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,7Viihydro-2 5 7-dioxoisoindol-l-yl, 
and R 4 , \ 

wherein two of said R 2 substituents, if they are in ortho\position to one another, can 
be linked to one another in such a way that they jointly form me\hanediyl-bisoxy, ethane-1,2- 
diylbisoxy, propane-l,3-diyl, or butane- 1,4-diyl; 
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R 3 means one or two substituents which are independently of one another: 
hydrogen, 
^ CI, Br, I, 

xtm, xor 4 , xocor 4 , xoconhr 4 , xocoor 4 , 

XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ' 5 XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 , 
XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONHR 4 , XCONR 4 R 4 ', XCONHOH, 
XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', 

N0 2 , XNH 2 , XhfHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , 
XNHS0 2 R 4 , XnVs0 2 R 4 ', XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 

XNHCOR 4 , XNHC&OR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,5- 
dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol- 1 -yl, Y,7-dihydro-2,7-dioxoisoindol- 1 -yl 5 or R 4 , 

wherein two substituentsSR 3 , if they are in ortho-position to one another, can be linked 
to one another in such a way that tney jointly form methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy, 
propane- 1, 3 -diyl, or butane- 1,4-diyl, 

R 4 and R 4 , independently of onb another, mean Cm perfluoroalkyl, Ci^ alkyl, C 2 _6 
alkenyl, C 2 * alkinyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl, C1-3 \lkyl-C3-7 cycloalkyl, C1-3 alkyl -Ce-io aryl, C1.3 
alkyl-5 to 10-membered heteroaryl with 1-4SN, S or O atoms, or C 6 -io aryl or 5- to 10- 
membered heteroaryl with 1-4 N, S or O atom^. wherein aryl and heteroaryl groups are 
unsubstituted or substituted by one or two substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , 
N0 2 , OCH3, OC 2 H 5 , CF 3 , and C 2 F 5 , or can carry ah annelated methanediylbisoxy group or 
ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy group, and wherein a 5-membfered cycloalkyl ring can have an N or O 
ring member, and wherein a 6- or 7-membered cycloalkyl ring can have N and/or O, and 
wherein one or two ring members which are each ring nitrogens optionally can be substituted 
with C1-3 alkyl or C1-3 alkanoyl, 

R 5 and R 5 , independently of one another, mean C1-6 &lkyl, C 2 _6 alkenyl, or C 2 _6 alkinyl, 
wherein in each case a carbon atom can be optionally replaced^by O, S, SO, S0 2 , NH, NC1.3 
alkyl or N C1.3 alkanoyl, \ 

C3.7 cycloalkyl-Co-3 alkyl, wherein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring, can optionally have 
an N or O ring member and a 6- or 7-membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have one or 
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two ring members which are each N and/or O, wherein ring nitrogens optionally can be 
^substituted with C|_ 3 alkyl or Ci_ 3 alkanoyl, 

\ Ce-io aryl or 5- to 10-membered heteroaryl with 1-4 heteroatoms from N, S, and O, 
wherry the mentioned alkyl, alkenyl and alkinyl chains can be substituted with one of the 
previou^ mentioned cycloalkyls, aryls or heteroaryls, 

whereby all previously mentioned alkyl and cycloalkyl radicals can be substituted 
with up to twdssubstituents selected from CF 3 , C 2 F 5 , OH, O C N3 alkyl, NH2, NHC1.3 alkyl, 
NH C,_ 3 alkanoyhj^ (Ci_ 3 alkyl) 2 , N(Ci. 3 alkyl)(C,. 3 alkanoyl), COOH, CONH 2 , and COO 
C1-3 alkyl, and all previously mentioned aryl and heteroaryl groups can optionally be 
substituted with one onhvo substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C2H5, N0 2) OCH 3 , 
OC2H5, CF 3 , and C2F5, orelse can carry an annelated methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1,2- 
diylbisoxy group, \ 

or R 5 and R 5 together vwth the nitrogen atom form a 5-to 7-membered heterocyclic 
group, which can optionally contain another oxygen, nitrogen or sulfur atom and can be 
optionally substituted by Cm alky vCm alkoxy-Co-2 alkyl, Cm alkoxy-carbonyl, 
aminocarbonyl or phenyl, \ 

A means Cmo alkanediyl, Qmo alkenediyl, C2-10 alkinediyl, or (C0-5 alkanediyl- 
C 3 .7 cycloalkanediyl-Co-s alkanediyl), wherfein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring, can optionally 
have an N or O ring member, and a 6- or 7-mfembered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have one 
or two ring members which are each N or O, whereby ring nitrogens optionally can be 
substituted with Ci_ 3 alkyl or Ci_ 3 alkanoyl, \ 

whereby in above-mentioned aliphatic chainV a carbon atom or two carbon atoms can be 
optionally replaced by O, NH, N Ci_ 3 alkyl, N Ci. 3 alRanoyl, and whereby alkyl or cycloalkyl 
groups can be optionally substituted with up to two substituents selected from =0, OH, O Ci_ 3 
alkyl, NH2, NH Ci_ 3 alkyl, NH Ci_ 3 alkanoyl, N (Ci_ 3 alkyV, and N(Ci. 3 alkylXC^ alkanoyl), 

B means COOH, COOR 5 , CONH 2 , CONHNH 2 V:ONHR 5 , CONR 5 R 5 , 
CONHOH, CONHOR 5 , SO3H, S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 5 , S0 2 NR 5 R^P0 3 H, PO(OH)(OR 5 ), 
PO(OR 5 )(OR 5 ), PO(OH)(NHR 5 ), PO(NHR 5 )(NHR 5 ), or tetrazolV in each case bonded to a 
carbon atom of group A, or the entire group Y-A-B is N(S0 2 R 4 )(SCbR 4 ) or NHSO2R 4 , 

X means a bond, CH 2 , (CH 2 ) 2 , CH(CH 3 ), (CH 2 ) 3 , CH(CH^CH 3 ), 

CH(CH 3 )CH 2 , or CH 2 CH(CH 3 ), \ 
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* Y means O, NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 , NS0 2 R 4 , 
\ provided that if Y means NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 or NS0 2 R 4 , and 

\ a) substituent R 2 contains a nitrogen-containing, saturated heterocyclic group, 
this hetetocyclic group is not substituted in the imine nitrogen with H, methyl, ethyl, propyl 
or isopropw, 
or \ 

b) ii^optionally present groups XNHR 4 or XNR 4 R 4 of substituent R 2 , R 4 and/or 
R 4 does not mean 6^4 alkyl, 

that B does notanean COOH, SO3H, PO3H2 or tetrazolyl at the same time, and R 1 and 
R 2 , independently of one^another, mean C5-6 heteroaryl or phenyl, if the latter, independently 
of one another, are unsubstrfcuted, or are substituted simply with Ci_6 alkyl, Ci^ 
perfluoroalkyl, O Ci* alkyl, OCm perfluoroalkyl, COOH, COO Cm. alkyl, CO C1-6 alkyl, 
CONH2, CONHR 4 , N0 2 , NH 2 , NKCGR 4 , NHS0 2 R 4 , or with 1 or 2 halogen atoms from the 
group F, CI, Br, and I, and \ 

whereby the following compounds are excluded: 
[(l,2-Diphenyl-lH-benzimidazol^6-yl)oxy]acetic acid methyl ester, 
5-[(l,2-diphenyl-lH-benzimidazol-6wl)oxy]pentanoic acid methyl ester, 

4- [(l,2-diphenyl-lH-benzimidazol-6-yWoxy]butanoic acid ethyl ester, 

5- [[l -(4-nitrophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benziniidazol-6-yl]oxy]-pentanoic acid methyl 
ester, \ 

6- [[l-(4-nitrophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimida2ol-6-yl]oxy]hexanoic acid methyl ester, 
5-[[l -(4-aminophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimida^J-6-yl]oxy]pentanoic acid methyl 

ester, \ 

5-[[l-[4-[[(4-chlorophenyl)sulfonyl]amino]phenyl]-2Vhenyl-lH-benzimidazol-6- 
yl]oxy]pentanoic acid methyl ester, \ 

5-[[l-[4-[(acetyl)amino]phenyl]-2-phenyl-lH-benzimida2ol-6-yl]oxy]pentanoic acid 
methyl ester \ 

5- [[l-(3-nitrophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimidazol-6-yl]oxy]pentanoic acid methyl 
ester, \ 

6- [[l-(3-nitrophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimidazol-6-yI]oxy]hexan\ic acid methyl ester, 
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(3-aminophenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimida2ol-6-yl]oxy]pentanoic acid methyl 



ester, 



5-[[l-[3-[[(4-chloro{>h^yl)sulfonyl]amino]phenyl]-2-phenyl- 
yl]oxy]pentanoic acid methyl esteiv 

5-[[l-[3-[(ace1yl)amino]phenyl]-2^qiyl-lH-benzimidazol-6-yl]oxy]pentanoic acid 
methyl ester. 




13. (Amended5 Vl ?^4irocess for preparing a pharmaceutical composition for treating or 
eventing diseases comprisingc&m^ining a compound according to claim 1 with a 

pharmaceutical vehicle or diluent. 

14. (Amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising one or more compounds 
according io claim 1 and one or more vehicles or diluents. 




(Amended) A method for treating a patient suffering from a disease associated 




y< with microglia&ctivation comprising administering to said patient an effective amount of a 



benzimidazole compound of formula II 



in which 
R 1 




(II) 



B-A-Y 



means a monocyclic or bicyclic Ce-n aryl group or a monocyclic or bicyclic 5- 

\ 

to 10-membered heteroaryl group with 1-4 heteroatoms selected from of N, S 



and O, whereby said aryl or heteroaryl group can be optionally substituted with 

\ 

up to three of the following substituents, independently of on^another: 
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F, CI, Br, I, C(NH)NH 2 , C(NH)NHR 4 , C(NH)NR 4 R 4 , C(NR 4 )NH 2 , 
SC(NR 4 )NHR 4 ', C(NR 4 )NR 4 R 4 ', XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , 
X^COOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, 
XCO$H, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONR 4 R 4 ', XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, 
XCONhW 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ,Vo 2 , XNH 2s XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', WhCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro-2,5- 
dioxopyrrol-l-yl, Y,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,7-dihydro-2,7- 



dioxoisoindol-l-yl, and R 4 , wherein two R 1 substituents, if they are in ortho- 
\ 

position to one anothetycan optionally be linked to one another in such a way 



that they jointly form methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy, propane-1,3- 
diyl, or butane- 1,4-diyl; 
means a monocyclic or bicyclic Ge-io aryl group or a monocyclic or bicyclic 5- 
to 10-membered heteroaryl group with 1-4 heteroatoms selected from N, S and 
O, wherein said aryl or heteroaryl group can be optionally substituted with up 
to three of the following substituents, independently of one another: 

\ 

F, CI, Br, I, C(NH)NH 2 , C(NH)NHR 4 , C(NH)NR 4 R 4 ', C(NR 4 )NH 2 , 

\ 

C(NR 4 )NHR 4 , C(NR 4 )NR 4 R 4 ', XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , 
XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )M, XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, 
XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONR 4 R 4 , XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, 
XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XSO z R 4 , SoVh 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 



S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2 , XNH 2 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 Rl XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 , XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , fetrahydro-2,5- 
dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,7-dihyoro-2,7- 
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dioxoisoindol-l-yl s and R 4 , whereby two R 2 substituents, if they are in ortho- 
position to one another, can be optionally linked to one another in such a way 
aat they jointly form methanediyl-bisoxy, ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy, propane- 1,3- 
diylW butane- 1,4-diyl; 

stands i^r one or two substituents which are each independently of one 
another: 

hydrogen, F, 6l Br, I, XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , 
XCOR 4 , XC(NOF^)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', 
XCN, XCOOH, XCO^R 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONHR 4 , XCONRV, XCONHOH, 
XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 ,\SR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2) SG 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2j XNH 2 VnHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 ; XNHS0 2 R 4 , XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 , 
XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 ), XNHCORy XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro- 
2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, or 2,5-dihydnp-2,5-dioxopyrrol-l-yl, 2,7-dihydro-2,7- 
dioxoisoindol-l-yl, or R 4 , wherein tw^substituents R 3 , if they are in ortho- 
position to one another, can be optionall^Hnked to one another in such a way 
that they jointly form methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy, propane-1,3- 
diyl, or butane-l,4-diyl; 
and R 4 , independently of one another, mean perfluoroalkyl, alkyl, C2-6 
alkenyl, C 2 _6 alkinyl, C3-7 cycloalkyl, (C1.3 alkyl-C 3 \ cycloalkyl), Cu 3 alkyl-C 6 . 
10 aryl, C1.3 alkyl 5 to 10-membered heteroaryl with 1 \ N, S or O atoms, C6-10 
aryl, or 5- to 10-membered heteroaryl with 1-4 N, S or (Jtetoms, wherein the 
Ce-io aryl and heteroaryl groups can be optionally substituted with one or two 
substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , N0 2 , OCH 3 , W 2 H 5 , CF 3j and 
C 2 F 5 , or else can carry an annelated methanediylbisoxy group or\thane-l,2- 
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diylbisoxy group, and wherein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally 

have an N or O ring member, and wherein a 6- or 7-membered cycloalkyl ring 

can optionally have one or two ring members selected have N and O, wherein 

nfig nitrogens optionally can be substituted with C1.3 alkyl or C1-3 alkanoyl, 

R s and R 5 '^independently of one another, mean hydrogen, alkyl, C 2 -6 alkenyl, C2-6 

alkinyL wherein in each case a carbon atom can be optionally replaced by O, 

S, SO, NH, N Ci_ 3 alkyl or N C1-3 alkanoyl, 

C3.7 cycIoaikyl-Co-3 alkyl, wherein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring can 
\ 

optionally have an N or O ring member and a 6- or 7-membered cycloalkyl 

\ 

ring can optionally have one or two ring members selected from N and O, 
wherein ring nitrogfens optionally can be substituted with C1-3 alkyl or Q- 3 
alkanoyl, 

Ce-io aryl or 5- to 10-membered heteroaryl with 1-4 heteroatoms selected from 
N, S, and O, whereby the mentioned alkyl, alkenyl and alkinyl chains can be 
substituted with one of the previously mentioned cycloalkyls, aryls or 
heteroaryls, 

whereby all previously mentioned Mkyl and cycloalkyl radicals can optionally 
be substituted with up to two substituents selected from CF3, C2F5, OH, O C1.3 
alkyl, NH2, NH C,. 3 alkyl, NH C,. 3 alkdboyl, N (C,_ 3 alkyl) 2 , N(Ci_ 3 alkyl)(Ci. 3 
alkanoyl), COOH, CONH 2 , and COO Ci. 3 Vlkyl, and all previously mentioned 
aryl and heteroaryl groups can be optionally substituted with one or two 
substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 Vj0 2 , OCH 3 , OC 2 H 5 , CF 3 , and 
C 2 F 5 or else can carry an annelated methanediylbis^xy, ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy 
group, or 
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R 5 and R 5 together with the nitrogen atom form a 5-to 7-membered group, 
which can optionally contain another oxygen, nitrogen or sulfur atom and can 

> optionally substituted by alkyl, Ci_4 a!koxy-C 0 -2 alkyl, Ci^ alkoxy- 
carofenyl, aminocarbonyl or phenyl, 

means QIi-io alkanediyl, C2-10 alkenediyl, C2-10 alkinediyl, (C0-5 alkanediyl-C3_7 
cycloalkan^diyl-Co-5 alkanediyl), (C0-5 alkanediylarylene-Co-5 alkanediyl), or 
(C0.5 alkanediyl-heteroarylene-Co-5 alkanediyl), 

\ 

wherein the aryhand heteroaryl groups can optionally be substituted with one 
or two substituentkselected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , N0 2 , OCH 3 , OC 2 H 5 , 
CF^ and C?F^ wherein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have a 

\ 

ring member selected from N and O, and a 6- or 7-membered cycloalkyl ring 
can optionally have one or\wo ring members selected from N and O, wherein 
ring nitrogens optionally can qe substituted with C1-3 alkyl or Ci_ 3 alkanoyl, 
wherein the mentioned aliphaticVhains, one or two carbon atoms can each 
optionally be replaced by for O, NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 , or NS0 2 R 4 , 
and wherein alkyl or cycloalkyl groups can be substituted with up to two 
substituents selected from F, OH, OR 4 )oCOR 4 , =0, NH 2 , NR 4 R 4 , NHCOR 4 , 
NHCOOR 4 , NHCONHR 4 , NHSO2R 4 SH^and SR 4 , 

means hydrogen, OH, OCOR 5 , OCONHR 5 ,Y>COOR 5 , COR 5 , C(NOH)R 5 , 
C(NOR 5 )R 5 ', C(NO(COR 5 ))R 5 ', COOH, COOR 5 , CONH 2 , CONHNH 2 , 
CONHR s , CONR s R 5 , CONHOH, CONHOR 5 , SlD 3 H, S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 3 , 
S0 2 NR 5 R 5 ', P0 3 H, PO(OH)(OR 5 ), PO(OR 5 )(OR 5 '))SpO(OH)(NHR 5 ), 
PO(NHR 5 )(NHR 5 ), or tetrazolyl, respectively bonded\o a carbon atom of 
group A, 
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or the entire group Y-A-B is N(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 ') or NHS0 2 R 4 , 
X \ means a bond, CH 2 , (CH 2 ) 2 , CH(CH 3 ), (CH 2 ) 3 , CH(CH 2 CH 3 ), CH(CH 3 )CH 2 , 
CH 2 CH(CH 3 ), 

mVis a bond, O, S, SO, S0 2 , NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 , or NS0 2 R 4 



1 6. (Amended) A\method according to claim 1 5, wherein 

R 1 means a monocyclic or bicyclic aryl group or a monocyclic or bicyclic 5- to 
10-membered heteroaryl group, with 1-2 heteroatoms selected from the group that consists of 
N, S and O, wherein said aryl orheteroaryl group can be optionally substituted with up to 
three of the following substituents, independently of one another: 

F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , XOC^R 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XCN, COOH, 
XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2 , XCONR 4 R 4 , XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , 
N0 2 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , and R 4 , \ 

wherein two R 1 substituents, if they are in ortho-position to one another, can be linked 
to one another in such a way that they jointly fokqn methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1, 2 -diylbisoxy, 
propane- 1, 3 -diyl, or butane- 1,4-diyl. 

17. (Amended) A method according to claim lV wherein, 
R 2 means a monocyclic or bicyclic aryl groupVr a monocyclic or bicyclic 5- to 

10-membered heteroaryl group with 1-2 heteroatoms selected from N, S and 
O, wherein said aryl group or heteroaryl group ean be optionally substituted 
with up to three of the following substituents, independently of one another: 
F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XO|COOR 4 , XCOR 4 , 
XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 *, XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XcV XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , 
XCONH 2 , XCONR 4 R 4 , XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , 
XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XSO2R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , S0 2 NR 4 R 4 Vo 2) XNH 2 , 
XNHR 4 , XNRV, XNHSOjR 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), XNrW) 2 R 4 ', 
XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , or R 4 , \ 
whereby two R 2 substituents , if they are in ortho-position to oneVnother, can 
be optionally linked to one another in such a way that they jointly fbim 
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methanediylbisdx>vethane-l,2-diylbisoxy, propane- 1,3-diyl or, butane- 1,4- 
diyl. 




18. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 3 stands for one or two substituents, which independently of one another, each 



mean: 



hydrogen, 



F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , 

XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 , 
XCN, XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , S0 2 NR 4 R 4 , N0 2 , XNH 2? 
XNHR 4 , XNRV, XNHS0 2 R 4 , XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , or R 4 , wherein two substituents R 3 , 
if they are in ortho-position to one another, can be linked to one another in 
such a way that they jointly form methanediylbisoxy, ethane- 1 ,2-diylbisoxy, 
propane- 1,3-diyl or, butane- 1,4-diyl. 

19. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 4 and R 4 , independently of one another, mean CF3, C 2 Fs, C1-4 

alkyl, C 2 a alkenyl, C 2 _4 alkinyl, C3-6 cycloalkyl, (C1-3 alkyl-C 3 -6 cycloalkyl), 
C1-3 alkylaryl, C1.3 alkylheteroaryl, monocyclic aryl or 5- to 6-membered 
heteroaryl with 1-2 N, S or O atoms, wherein said the aryl and heteroaryl 
groups can be optionally substituted with one or two substituents selected from 
F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , N0 2 , OCH 3 , OC 2 H 5 , CF 3 , and C 2 F 5 or else can carry an 
annelated methanediylbisoxy or ethane- 1,2-diylbisoxy group, and in addition a 
5-membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have a ring member selected from 
N and O, and a 6-membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have one or two 
ring members selected from N and O, wherein ring nitrogens optionally can be 
substituted with C1-3 alkyl or C1.3 alkanoyl. 

20. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 5 and R 5 ', independently of one another, can be d-6 alkyl wherein 
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a carbon atom can optionally be replaced by O, NH, N C1.3 alkyl, N C1.3 
alkanoyl, or C3.7 cycloalkyl-Co-3 alkyl, wherein a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring 
can optionally have a ring member selected from N and O, and a 6- or 7- 
membered cycloalkyl ring can optionally have one or two ring members 
selected from N and O, wherein ring nitrogens optionally can be substituted 
with C1-3 alkyl or C 1-3 alkanoyl, wherein the mentioned alkyl part can 
optionally be substituted with one of the previously mentioned cycloalkyls or 
else a 5- to 6-membered heteroaromatic group with 1-2 heteroatoms selected 
from N, S and O, 

wherein all previously mentioned alkyl and cycloalkyl parts can be substituted 
with up to two substituents selected from CF3, OH, and O C1.3 alkyl, and the 
previously mentioned heteroaryl groups can optionally be substituted with one 
or two substituents selected from F, CI, CF 3 , CH 3 , C 2 K 53 OCH 3 , and OC 2 H 5; 
or R 5 and R 5 together with the nitrogen atom form a 5- to 7-membered 
heterocyclic group which optionally contains another oxygen, nitrogen or 
sulfur atom and is optionally substituted by C1.4 alkyl, C1-4 alkoxy-C 0 -2 alkyl, 
C1-4 alkoxy-carbonyl, aminocarbonyl or phenyl. 

21. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

A means Cmo alkanediyl, C2-10 alkenediyl, C2-10 alkinediyl, (C0-5 alkanediyl-C 3 _7 
cycloalkanediyl-Co-5 alkanediyl), or (C0-5 alkanediyl-heteroarylene-Co-5 
alkanediyl), wherein if a heteroaryl group is present it is optionally substituted 
with one or two substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , NC>2 5 OCH 3 , 
OC 2 H 5 , CF 3 , and C2F5, and in addition a 5-membered cycloalkyl ring can 
optionally have a ring member selected from N and O, and a 6- or 7-membered 
cycloalkyl ring can optionally have one or two ring members selected from N 
and O, wherein ring nitrogens optionally can be substituted with C|. 3 alkyl or 
C1-3 alkanoyl, 

wherein in aliphatic chains one or two carbon atoms can be replaced by O, 
NH, N d. 3 alkyl, N C N3 alkanoyl, or NSQ 2 C,. 3 alkyl, 
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and whereby alkyl or cycloalkyl parts can be optionally substituted with up to 
two F atoms or by one of the substituents selected from OH, OC1.3 alkyl, O 
C1-3 alkanoyl, O, NH 2 , NH C1-3 alkyl, N (C1.3 alkyl) 2 , NH C1.3 alkanoyl, N 
(C1.3 alkyl) (C1-3 alkanoyl), NHCOO C1.3 alkyl, NHCONH Ci_ 3 alkyl, NHSO2 
d-3 alkyl, SH, and S C1.3 alkyl. 

22. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

B means hydrogen, OH, OCOR 5 , OCONHR 5 , OCOOR 5 , COOH, COOR 5 , 
CONH 2) CONHR 5 , CONR 5 R 5 , CONHOH, CONHOR 5 , or 
tetrazolyl, in each case bonded to a carbon atom of group A. 

23. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 
X means a bond or CH2. 

24. (Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 
Y means a bond, O, S, NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 or NSQ 2 R 4 . 



Please add the following new claims: 



25. (New) A compound according to claim 1, wherein said compound is 6-[[l-(4- 
methylphenyl)-2-phenyI-lH-benzimdazol-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester. 

26. (New) A method according to claim 15, wherein said compound is 6-[[l-(4- 
methyIphenyl)-2-phenyl-lH-benzimdazol-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester. 
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